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SUBJECT: VISIT TO JAPAN BY NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 
SAFETY ADMINISTRATOR 

REF: STATE 119865 

SUMMARY: SCHEDULE FOR CLAYBROOK VISIT IS VIRTUALLY 
COMPLETE; HOWEVER IMPORT AND DEMONSTRATION OF RSV 
AND PRESS/CONSUMER ARRANGEMENTS DO POSE SOME PROBLEMS. 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . SCHEDULE FOR CLAYBROOK GROUP IS CONFIRMED AS 
REQUESTED PARA 2 REFTEL EXCEPT THAT APPOINTMENT WITH 
MITI OFFICIALS (DIR-GEN MORIYAMA) HAS BEEN SCHEDULED 
FOR MORNING OF MAY 26 SINCE CONCERNED MITI 
OFFICERS NOT AVAILABLE EARLIER IN THE WEEK. PLEASE 
CONFIRM THAT THIS APPOINTMENT TIME IS ACCEPTABLE. 

2. RSV: IMPORT AND DEMONSTRATION OF RSV PRESENTS SOME 
PROBLEMS. WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR RESPONDING TO THE 
FOLLOWING SOONEST: 

A. NEED IMMEDIATELY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON RSV, WHICH 
WE ARE ALSO TRYING TO OBTAIN THROUGH FLYING TIGER, 
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IN ORDER TO OBTAIN CUSTOMS CLEARANCE ON VEHICLE. IF 
MR. ROMANO, WHO IS ARRIVING EVENING OF MAY 15, CANNOT 
PROVIDE FOLLOWING, PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST OF: VEHICLE'S 
CHASSIS NUMBER, CAPACITY OF ENGINE, I.E., HOW MANY 
CC; WHEEL BASE-INCHES; AND VALUE OF VEHICLE ($). 

B. EMBASSY HAS LOCATED COMMERCIAL TRUCKING FIRM WHICH 
CAN PROBABLY MOVE VEHICLE AROUND PER SCHEDULE REQUESTED 
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REFTEL. ESTIMATED COST IS AT LEAST 400,000 YEN ($1800). 

JAMA HAS INDICATED THAT, OWING TO CRAMPED SPACE, THERE 
MAY NOT BE ROOM TO DEMONSTRATE VEHICLE DURING VISIT 
TO MANUFACTURERS BUT IT COULD, OF COURSE, BE 
DEMONSTRATED FROM TRUCK BED. IF RSV IS DEMONSTRATED, 
HOWEVER, EMBASSY IS UNCERTAIN WHO IS TO DRIVE VEHICLE. 
(WE GATHER THAT "DRIVER'' REFERRED TO IN PARA 7 REFTEL 
IS MERELY "COMMERCIAL DRIVER" WHO WOULD TRUCK RSV 
AROUND AS NECESSARY.) IS MR. ROMANO DEMONSTRATION 
DRIVER? PLEASE ADVISE. 

3. PRESS: A. RE PARA 8 REFTEL, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO 
ARRANGE PRESS CONFERENCE AT HANEDA WITH RSV ON DISPLAY. 
FACILITIES ARE EXTREMELY LIMITED AND ALL RAMP SPACE 
WILL BE CRAMMED WITH EQUIPMENT TO BEGIN MOVE OF 
INTERNATIONAL AIR CARRIERS TO THE NEW TOKYO INTER- 
NATIONAL AIRPORT AT NARITA. PRESS CONFERENCE COULD 

BE ARRANGED ACROSS STREET AT HANEDA TOKYU HOTEL 
FOLLOWING MS. CLAYBROOK'S ARRIVAL WITH RSV PARKED 
ON TRUCK OUTSIDE ROOM WHERE CONFERENCE WOULD BE HELD. 
COST OF ROOM ONLY: 40,000 YEN ($175). PLEASE ADVISE. 

B. RE PARA 2 REFTEL, PRESS AND CONSUMER LEADERS CITED 
HAVE NOT CONTACTED EMBASSY AND JAMA ALSO HAS NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF WHOM THEY MIGHT BE. BEGIN LOU. 

"CONSUMER GROUPS" IN JAPAN SOMETIMES ATTRACT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 TOKYO 08663 150942Z 

RADICAL AND/OR FAR LEFT SUPPORT. THERE ARE TWO 
JAPANESE AUTO CONSUMER GROUPS IN JAPAN, THE JAPAN 
AUTO FEDERATION AND THE CONSUMER UNION. THE CONSUMER 
UNION, ACCORDING TO A SOURCE WHICH THE EMBASSY REGARDS 
AS REPUTABLE, FALLS INTO THE LATTER CATEGORY. 

THEREFORE EMBASSY ADVISES CAUTION IN DEALING WITH 
SUCH GROUPS. END LOU. ICA OFFICE WITHIN EMBASSY CAN 
SET UP PRESS CONFERENCE FOR MS. CLAYBROOK IF DESIRED. 

4. REQUEST REPLY SOONEST. 

MANSFIELD 
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